	efi renegade    Chris Van Gilder takes the top spot in convincing fashion
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	Chris Van Gilder, the ironworker from PA, showed he had the power to run at the top of the pack last season, but a tough second-half of the year hurt his points standings in 2009.  In 2010, he had his sights set on moving up in the points in a big way.  With the power to run up front and a chassis that was dialed in to not put him on the bumper all the time, Van Gilder started the season off with a semifinal appearance at the season-opener in Bradenton.  At the next stop on tour, Atco, NJ, he went to the final round, putting him into the top half of the points field.  However it was his win in the Milan round which put him at the top of the field in points, only three races into the season.  It also helped carry him through a tough-to-swallow first-round exit at the Super Bowl.  Sitting atop the field at the ratchet, Van Gilder's 600-point lead was sliced to a 150-point lead as the points ratcheting occurred and the Race for the Rinds started.  In Charlotte, he found himself in the final round once again, maintaining his points lead.  He was in the same position at the next race - in the finals and first in points - which gave him enough of a cushion, that all he had to do in Bowling Green was qualify to take the 2010 championship.  He showed up to Kentucky ready to celebrate, and after qualifying was over, he held his first points championship - the trip to the semifinals was just gravy on his potatoes.
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